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Memoirs of the Military Elite:
Construction of History and Shared-Perception

Workshop Organizer: Min Zin

In 1980sthe lateAung GyiN atop military generathatplayeda crucial role irbuilding
the Tatmadawin independent Burnf¥ibrought therdictator Ne WinOs attention to a
important elemendf modern Burmese politics. Aung Gyi noted that Burmese
communists and their sympathizessch as Thein Pe Myint and Thaklin Mya, had
stronglyinfluenced modern politicaliscoursewith their memoirsThis contrasted with
statesanctioned biographies such as OThe Last Day of Thakin Tha@which had
little appeal foryoung political recruitsAung Gyi made a plea to Ne Win to allow him
and othefMatmadawofficers to write recolletions of their lives. The dictatgranted
permissionAung GyiOs writings appeariethe magazin®ai Phoo Hlwar. These
articles captured public imagination in late 1980s, and hétpectat political
conversations amongplitical activists andreteransin therun upto the 1988 popular
uprising.

The post1988military coupperiod disrupted thmilitary officers@personal reflection
writings, and the governmentfrspaganda machine incessamtntrolled the media. In

the 1990s, Takatho Ne Wignot to be confused with dictator Ne Wimho wasa

personal assistant tbendependent hero Gen. Aung Sarspired many readers withis
personal recollections of Aung SanOs storiekelP000s theretired General Chit

Swel aleader of the junfd wrote a series of autobiographies. Other generals followed
suit. In the past two decades, at least two dozen figures ranging from General Tun Kyi to
General Khin Nyunt to the late General Soe Win have published memithes in form

of autobiographies onterviews To date, however, no scholarly initiative has analyzed
contents of these memoirs.

Thisresearctprojectseeks tdill this gap. It attempts tanderstand various aspects of the
military leadershippreferencs, values, background, competitive andonflictud
interactionsand howthe military leadership hasfluenced Burma'smodernhistory
(specifically, political and economic outcomeBhis OMemoirProjectinviteswriters
and scholars of Burma to contribygapers taworksh@, whichis plannedfor April
2015.The tiree following research questions will guide warkshop (1) Do these
memoirscontainuniform and generalizable themd&YIf so, howhavethe particular
preferences and perceptsaf military elites(i.e., authors of memoird)eenformed? (3)
Do these memaoirs help us understémelvalues and policy preferences of current,and
presuming no fundamental security sector reform will be undertakene military
leaders?

Please senpgaperabstracts bMarch15, 205 to James Siit at james.scott@yale.edu

and Min Zinatmin_zin@berkeley.edto be considered for theorkshop The @mpers
presented at the worksheyill be peefreviewed and eventually selectiedbe published

in the Journal of Burma Schothip. The project will covethe local travel and lodging
expenses for the authors. TBermeseauthors whose papers are selected to be published



in the first issue of the Journal of Burma Scholarship will recaiMeonorarium as a
token of appreciatiofor their time and energy.



