Poverty and Livelihood: A Study of the
Socioeconomic Situations of the Bus
Conductors on No. 3 Buses
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Urbanization of Yangon has accelerated after 1988 and the
process created an increase in the demand of public transport
in the city. As a result, the number of bus routes has increased
to 336 and that in turn created the need to employ large
numbers of bus conductors (called assa-pe ya (“spare”) in
Burmese). Bus conductors in Yangon play a crucial role in the
daily lives of commuters in Yangon. This paper intends of
explore the daily lives of bus conductors, their livelihoods,
their social and educational backgrounds and social issues and
problems they encouter in their day-to-day relations with their
customers, using research methods such as direct observation,
interviews and in-depth interviews with a special focus on No.
3 buses.
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